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229-18, Iteawon-dong, Youngsan-gu,
Seoul 140-202,
Republic of Korea

Ref:

Request to Sri Lankans who have “overstayed” or have “jllegal” status
in Korea

The Ministry of Labour of Korea has requested ‘sending’ countries to help repatriate
“overstays” or “illegal” back to country of origin. The Director General of the
Employment Policy Bureau of the Ministry of Labour in Korea too has requested to us to
send illegal Sri Lankan Migrant workers back to Sri Lanka.

At present, there are about 18,000 Sri Lankan migrant workers who are working in Korea.
Out of them almost 3000 are living in Korea illegally with out a proper visa.

Under the EPS system Sri Lankan migrant workers can work in Korea for a three year
period and afier that, if the employer wishes to employ them further, they can come back
for work for another three years. This may be changed to working in Korea for a total of
5 years.

Unless the “visa-less” Sri Lankans return to Sri Lanka the annual quota for the Sri
Lankan workers allocated by the Ministry of Labour may be reduced or stopped
altogether.

If it happens it will be a great injustice to the Sri Lankan youth who are waiting to get
employment opportunities in Korea.

Therefore, we wish to inform that you can go back to Sri Lanka and come back to Korea
after 3 years again if you wish through the proper process. For that, you have to be
registered under the Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment, and successfully
complete the KLT examination. As you have the knowledge of Korean language and the
working experience in Korea it will be easier to get a another chance. But, if you get
caught by the immigration you will be blacklisted and you will not be able to come back

to Korea at all.

Therefore, we kindly appeal to all “visa-less™ Sri Lankans to return to Sri Lanka and you

may return to Kore successfully passing the KLT examination,

Ambassador
South Korea
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